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A UNITED CHURCH
9)) OF CHRIST

a Just world for all

September 4th, 2022
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Labor Day Weekend in the U.S.
A Service of the Word and Holy Communion

“Discipleship is not an option. Jesus says that if anyone would come after me, he must follow me.”
—Tim Keller, Pastor

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY
*please stand as you are able
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE- Betty Funk

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: Like clay, we arrive at this time of worship:
Many: Shapeless and full of potential, we arrive.

One: Like clay, we prepare for this time of worship:
Many: Stretched and twisted into formation, we prepare.

One: Like clay, we enter this time of worship:
Many: Formed and ready for warmth, we enter.

*GATHERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving Creator, maker of everything good,
we are in your hands. Be with us now as
we gather ourselves
to seek your wisdom and strive to become
the people you would have us be. Amen.



*HYMN - NCH 547 Amazing Grace vv. 14

Amazing Grace
Author: John Newton (St. 1-4), 1779; alt.
Tune: AMAZING GRACE (NEW BRITAIN) C.M.
Arranger: Edwin O. Excell
Source: Columbia Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736636. All rights reserved.

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now | see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4 My God has promised good to me,
whose word my hope secures;
God will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

A READING OF THE WORD

God is warning the people through the prophet Jeremiah one more time that if they turn from
their evil ways, they might prevent the disaster they have brought upon themselves. Using the image
of the potter at the wheel, God can remake the people of Jerusalem and Judah. God can reshape them
if they allow it. Otherwise, if the pottery is spoiled, it is of no use and must be smashed down, in order
to be made into something new.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 18:1-11

18 1 This word came to Jeremiah from YHWH: 2 “Get up and make your way down to the
potter’s house. | will give you my message there.”

3 So | went down to the potter’s house, and there the potter was working at the wheel.
4 Whenever the object of clay that the potter was making turned out badly, the potter tried again,
making of the clay another object, of whatever sort the potter pleased.

5 Then the word of YHWH came to me: 6 “House of Israel, can | not do to you what this potter
does?—it is YHWH who speaks. Indeed, like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand,
house of Israel. 7 At any moment | may announce that a nation or a dominion is to be uprooted,



pulled down or destroyed. 8 But if the nation | threatened abandons its depraved ways, | will change
my mind and not inflict on it the disaster | planned. 9 At another moment | may announce that | will
build up a nation or establish one. 10 But if it does something displeasing to me, refusing to listen to
my voice, then | will reconsider the good | had intended to do for it.

11 “Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus says
YHWH: Beware! | am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. Turn away from your
evil life, each one of you, give up your evil ways, amend your conduct.’

PSALM RESPONSE - Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (Responsively)

Psalm 139 is often paired with readings from Jeremiah because the prophet, like the author of
Psalm 139, was called by God before they were born. The psalmist poetically describes their
relationship with God who knows them intimately. God discerns all their thoughts and feelings and
there is no place they can go where God will not be, not even in death. This psalm is in the Wisdom
tradition, a collection of writings throughout the scriptures that convey how impossible it is to know or
understand God, yet the praise and awe of God is the beginning of understanding. The psalmist, in
sharing their musings, comes to knowledge that they cannot possibly know everything, but they know
God is with them.

139 1 God, you’ve searched me,

and you know me.

2 You know if | am standing or sitting,
you read my thoughts from far away.

3 whether | walk or lie down, you are watching;
you are intimate with all of my ways.

4 A word is not even on my tongue, God,
before you know what it is:

5 you hem me in, before and behind,
shielding me with your hand.

6 such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
a height my mind cannot reach!

13 You created my inmost being
and stitched me together in my mother’s womb.
14 For all these mysteries | thank you—
for the wonder of myself,
for the wonder of your works—
my soul knows it well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you
while | was being made in that secret place,
knitted together in the depths of the earth;
16 your eyes saw my body even there.
All of my days
were written in your book,
all of them planned



before even the first of them came to be.
17 How precious your thoughts are to me, O God!
How impossible to number them!
18 | could no more count them
than | could count the sand.
But suppose | could?
You would still be with me!

SECOND READING - Philemon 1:1-21

The Epistle readings shifts to Philemon, the shortest book in the Bible and possibly the last
letter Paul wrote. Paul wrote on behalf of Onesimus, enslaved in Philemon’s household. Paul was
sending Onesimus back to Philemon to carry this letter and encourage Philemon through the use of
rhetoric to accept Onesimus as a member of the family, as he was a part of Christ’s family. Of course
Philemon, if he believes that Paul is a brother, would also welcome Onesimus as a brother since Paul
has accepted him. Of course Philemon would love Onesimus because Paul is confident in Christ that
Philemon will do the right thing. This use of rhetoric makes it impossible for Philemon to reject Paul’s
wishes and treat Onesimus as a slave unless he is willing to reject Christ. Paul’s letter serves as an
example to all believers that if they believe in Christ and that we are all part of the body of Christ, all
children of God through Christ, then we cannot treat others any differently. We cannot hold the
boundaries of slave or free, Jew or Gentile, male or female, or any other differentiation as a weapon of
division against one another, because all are one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We must speak boldly
against oppression and injustice.

1 Paul, a Prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy, our brother, To Philemon, our dear friend and
coworker,

2 to Apphia, our sister, to Archippus, our companion in the struggle, and to the church that
meets in your house:

3 Grace and peace from Abba God and our Savior Jesus Christ.

4 | always mention you in my prayers and thank God for you 5 because | hear of the love and
faith you have for our Savior Jesus and for all the saints. 6 | pray that you'll be active in sharing our
faith, so that you'’ll fully understand all the good things we’re able to do for the sake of Christ.

7 | find great joy and comfort in your love, because through you the hearts of the holy ones
have been refreshed. 8 Therefore, though | feel | have every right in Christ to command you to do
what ought to be done, 9 | prefer to appeal in the name of love

Yes, |, Paul an ambassador and now a prisoner for Christ, 10 appeal to you for my child to
whom | have become the parent during my imprisonment. He has truly become Onesimus- “Useful” to
me.12 It is he that | am sending to you-and that means I’'m sending my heart!

13 | had wanted to keep him with me, that he might help me in our place while I'm in prison
for the Good News; 14 but | didn’t want to do anything without your consent, so that kindness might
not be forced on you, but be freely bestowed.



15Perhaps he was separated from you for a while for this reason - that you might
have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but as more - a beloved brother, especially dear to me,
and how much dearer he’ll be to you, since now you’ll know him both in the flesh and in Christ!
17 If you regard me as a partner, then, welcome Onesimus as you would me. 18 If he has done you
any injury or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 |, Paul, write this in my own hand: | agree to pay.
And | won’t even mention that you owe me your very self!

20 You see, my friend, | want to make you “useful” to me in Christ. Refresh this heart of mine in
Christ. 21 | write with complete confidence in your obedience, since | am sure you will do even more
than | ask.

GOSPEL READING - LUKE 14:25-33

The Gospel reading speaks about what holds us back from following Christ, and that sometimes
division is necessary. Consistent with Paul, difference is not to be used as a weapon of division, but that
division does happen when we choose Christ over the world. Possibly family members had accused the
disciples of hating/turning their backs on them as they left their homes to follow Jesus. Choosing Jesus
may mean choosing to follow Jesus over the expectations and desires of others. Jesus further states
that those who do not carry the cross and follow him cannot be his disciple. They must be willing to
put to death the hold this world has on them. Jesus then tells two short stories: the first begins with
imagining that if you were to build a tower, you’d first sit down and figure out how much it costs
before building, or otherwise you might run out of money and have an incomplete tower. The second is
told more like a parable: a leader going off to war would discern whether they will win or lose by the
strength of the armies. If they know they will lose, they will attempt to make peace beforehand rather
than lose it all. Jesus then concludes by saying no one can be his disciple if they are unwilling to give up
their possessions. We must weigh the cost, and if we value the things of this world over Jesus,
we cannot follow him. We cannot allow the things of this world that we have created to have a hold on
us, and that includes the traditions and expectations of families to create and build wealth for
inheritance. To give that up would amount to hatred/turning one’s back on family in order to be
Jesus’s disciple.

14 25 Large crowds followed Jesus. He turned to them and said, 26 “If any of you come to me
without turning your back on your mother and your father, your loved ones, your sisters and brothers,
indeed your very self, you can’t be my follower. 27 Anyone who doesn’t take up the cross and follow
me can’t be my disciple.

28 “If one of you were going to build a tower, wouldn’t you first sit down and calculate the
outlay to see if you have enough money to complete the project? 29 You’d do that for fear of laying
the foundation and then not being able to complete the work—because anyone who saw it would jeer
at you 30 and say, ‘You started a building and couldn’t finish it.’

31 Orif the leaders of one country were going to declare war on another country, wouldn’t
they first sit down and consider whether, with an army of ten thousand, they could win against an
enemy coming against them with twenty thousand? 32 If they couldn’t, they’d send a delegation while
the enemy is still at a distance, asking for terms of peace.

33 “So count the cost. You can’t be my disciple if you don’t say goodbye to all of your



possessions.

CHORAL RESPONSE — His Name is Wonderful

Choir: Keith Konet and Bob Bucklew
Accompanist: Betty Funk

REFLECTION - Costly Discipleship - The Rev. Scott Rosenstein

WE RESPOND
*PRAYER OF RESPONSE

Unlike clay, we actively resist the diverse ways you shape us into what the world needs.
We frequently struggle to trust in your vision for who we could become. We anxiously avoid facing
the heat that protects and sustains us.

We humbly confess to these and all our shortcomings.
<observe a brief stretch of silence>

God graciously chooses us despite our self-destructive ways. God repeatedly mends our
broken places and unceasingly delivers us from harm toward wholeness. All thanks be to God!
Amen.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE - NCH 493 O Jesus, | Have Promised

O Jesus, | Have Promised
Author: John E. Bode, 1868; alt.
Tune: ANGEL’S SONG 7.6.7.6.D.
Composer: A. H. Mann, 1883
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736636. All rights reserved.

1 0O Jesus, | have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my Savior and my Friend;

I shall not fear life’s struggles
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

2 O let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will!

O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control!



O speak, and make me listen,
O guardian of my soul!

3 O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be, too;
And, Jesus, | have promised
to serve you to the end;

O give me grace to follow
my Savior and my Friend!

INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

The cost of discipleship is bold and radical. It requires a countercultural giving of possessions
and self. Let us risk the safety of ordinary and choose to build with God by sharing our tithes,
offerings, and our very selves.

THE OFFERTORY - Betty Funk

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS — DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS

Holy Giver of all Gifts, we thank you for this
opportunity to share

our gifts and participate in the various

ministries you’ve placed
before this faith community.
Bless these monies and each one of

us as we go back out to continue your

work in the world. Amen

*CALL TO RECONCILIATION

Our sins are not to be hidden from God. Rather, we bring them into the Light and lay them on
the Table, trusting in the One who shaped us for goodness and will transform our brokenness into
wholeness. Please join me as we pray, saying,

*PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

Searching God, we are so attached to our possessions, we have trouble sharing them.



We are so connected to our pleasures that we cannot feel the pain of those around us. We are
so stuck on ourselves; we cannot sense our souls slipping away into the shadows.

Most merciful God: loosen us from the grip of the world, so we may feel your healing touch.
Sever us from our sin, so your Spirit might bind us to you. Reshape us, redeem us, renew us, so we
may take up our crosses and follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

- Silent Prayer
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

One: The God who calls us is the God who created us; the God who formed us is the God who forgive
Us; this is the Good News - we are God's new creation.
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are reshaped, renewed, forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

CHORAL HYMN - Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good

Choir: Bob Bucklew and Keith Konet
Accompanist: Betty Funk

COMMUNION LITURGY
A CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(We pause to invite those at home who have not already prepared elements to do so.
Even an English muffin can become a sacrament, even a cup of water or tea
can become a remembrance of God’s redeeming love)

INVITATION

Friends, this isn’t Zion Chapel’s table. It's not the United Church of Christ’s table. But it’s
Christ’s table. And because it’s Christ’s table, all of us are welcome here. At this table, you don’t have
to worship a certain way, look a certain way, or love a certain way. You don’t have to believe what |
believe, or what, the person sitting next to you believes. You just have to come, exactly as you are,
seeking the one who is seeking you. So come, all of you, not because you must, but because you may,
and here find healing and wholeness for your journey.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

One: The Potter of life be with you.
Many: And also, with you.

One: People of God, lift up your hearts.
Many: We lift them to the One who reshapes them into grace.

One: People of God, give thanks to the Lord our God.
Many: We praise the One who has shaped us for love and service.



(Allow silence to speak for a few moments.)

One:
With joy we praise you,
Creating God.
You stooped down and took the clay
lying on earth's floor,
shaping us in your image.
But we wondered
what it would be like
to follow our own paths

and detached ourselves from your side.
We counted the cost
of being your children,

and found it to be too much for us.
We pondered your words

and found them useless for our lives.
But you did not take your hands from us,
but continue to recreate us,
to reshape us, to redeem us.

Giver of breath, shaper of words,

all the living find voice to praise you,
as we celebrate with the people

of every time and place,

proclaiming your glory:

Many: Holy, holy, holy are you, God who shapes us
with hands of grace and hope.
Your wonder works of creation praise your name.
Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the One who comes,
appealing to us on the basis of love.
Hosanna in the highest!

One: So, as we come to the Table of grace and hope,
we remember that mystery we call faith:
Many: Christ died, having counted the cost.
Christ was raised, the foundation of resurrection being set in place.
Christ will come, refreshing our hearts for all eternity.

*TABLE PRAYER

Spirit of the Living God,
renew us with this bread and this cup



which have been set aside for sacred us,
even as you refresh our hearts.
Fill us with all the goodness of your realm,
that we may do good for Christ
as we serve others:
in the ways in which we treat our families;
in our willingness to draw
the outcast to our side;
in our efforts to be your healing hands
to those who are sick and grieving.

Then, here at the Table and beyond;

here in this moment, and through eternity:
remind us that we are always with you,
God of all places and times,

Christ of those who suffer,

Spirit of justice and hope:

God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER - using “debts” and “debtors”

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors,

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE

Leader: Gathered with his friends, Jesus took bread, broke it and said:
“This is my body, broken for you. Take and eat.”

And pouring the wine:
“This is my blood, spilled out for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

CALL TO THE FEAST

Leader: This is the feast prepared for you.
Come and share for all is ready.



*SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

Leader:
Let us in our places receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven.

Unison:
We are one in Christ in the bread we share.

Leader:
Let us in our places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing.

Unison:
We are one in Christ in the cup we share.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Thank you, Divine Spirit,
for this meal of remembrance,
and for coming to us as we have shared it.

May the love we find at this table
be reflected in our lives;

May the power we receive at this table
make us peacemakers and healers;

And may the Spirit who fills us again at this table
lead us to be those who proclaim God’s Reign
in the words we speak
and in the things we do. Amen.

GOING FORTH

*PARTING HYMN - NCH 198 Lift High the Cross  vv. 1-4 with refrain

Lift High the Cross
Author: George William Kitchin, 1827-1912
Reviser: Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916; alt.
Tune: CRUCIFER 10.10. with refrain
Composer: Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916
© 1974 by Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736636. All rights reserved.

Refrain:

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim;
Let all adore and praise that sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod,
the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God. [Refrain]
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2 Each newborn servant of the Crucified
bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died. [Refrain]

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
your death has brought us life eternally. [Refrain]

4 Set up your throne, that earth’s despair may cease,
beneath the shadow of its healing peace. [Refrain]
*A PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY

Almighty God, Creator of the world, we give you thanks for the gift of stewardship and work.
Deliver us, in our various occupations, from the service of self-alone, that we may do our work in
truth and beauty and for the common good.

God of justice, we pray for all workers, that they would receive fair compensation and
treatment in their labor.

For those who seek work, provide jobs — both citizen and immigrant alike. For those who
cannot work, provide sustenance. Make those who lead the industries and commerce of this
country responsive to your perfect will. Build up in the leaders of our country a respect for all
labors. Deliver us, Lord Jesus, from the maligning evils of greed, sloth, and gluttony that we may
lead lives of holiness in service to you and our neighbor.

We ask all these things for our good and your glory. Amen.

*COMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

One: It is God who has formed us as a community of faith.
Many: Now, we will go to find and serve our sisters and brothers.

One: It is Jesus who has knit us together as partners in grace.
Many: Now, we will go to bear the burdens of those around us.

One: It is the Spirit who gives us the words we need.
Many: Now, we will go to speak for justice and hope for all. Amen.

*POSTLUDE - Betty Funk

% %k %k k %k k %k

Credits

(1) Commissioning and Benediction are adapted from alternate texts Liturgy w/communion for September 4th, 2022 (Pentecost
13/Trinity 12/Proper 18 Ordinary 23 - B), written by the Rev. Thom M. Shuman, and posted August 29t, 2022, to his blog,
Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

(2) The Gathering Prayer, Call to Worship, Invitation to Share Our Tithes and Offerings, the Blessing of the Gifts, and Prayer of
Response are adapted from. Like Clay: Service Prayers for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost were written by The Rev.
Phiwa Langeni, the Ambassador for Innovation & Engagement for the UCC’s CARDD and the Founder of Salus Center in
Lansing, MI. Team. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.
All publishing rights reserved.
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The Call to Reconciliation, Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Grace are adapted from Alternate texts liturgy w/communion for
September 4th, 2022 (Pentecost 13/Trinity 12/Proper 18/Ordinary 23-B), written by the Rev. Thom M. Shuman, and posted
August 29th, 2022, on his blog, Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

The Invitation for Communion is adapted from Easter Communion: Words of Resurrection, by the Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen,
2016, posted on Worship Well, a ministry of the Vermont Conference United Church of Christ.
https://worshipwell.church/2016/03/23/easter-communion-words-of-resurrection/.

Portions of the Communion Liturgy — Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Table Prayer - are adapted from Alternate texts
liturgy w/communion for September4th, 2022 (Pentecost 13/Trinity 12/Proper 18/Ordinary 23 - B), written by the Rev. Thom
M. Shuman, and posted August 29th, 2022 on his blog, Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

Portions of the Communion Liturgy - Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine and Call to the Feast - are adapted from Liturgy
w/communion for December 5, 2021 (Advent 2 - C), written by The Rev. Thom Shuman, and posted December 1, 2021 on the
blog, Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

A portion of the Communion Liturgy - the Sharing of the Elements - is adapted from Online Communion for Palm Sunday,
written by The Rev. Maren C. Tirabassi. ©2020 Maren Tirabassi, all publishing rights reserved. Permission for congregations to
use in worship or educational settings, including streaming

The Prayer of Thanksgiving following Communion is adapted from Prayers After Receiving in A Communion Liturgy for
Pentecost Sunday, written by John van de Laar © Sacredise Publishing (Sacredise.com). Posted on the website,
ProgressiveChristianity.org. https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/a-communion-liturgy-for-pentecost-sunday/

A Prayer for Labor Day is adapted from A prayer for Labor Day, posted September 5, 2016 on the website of Bread for the
World. https://www.bread.org/blog/prayer-labor-day#:

(10) Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-736636. All rights reserved.

Ministers, All of Us
Scott Rosenstein, Pastor
Betty Funk, Pianist and Music Director
Keith Konet, Council President

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

God is Still Speaking...
No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, you will find a spiritual home in this
United Church of Christ congregation. WELCOME!

Tithes and Offerings - Checks and Money Orders can be made payable to: “Zion United Church of
Christ” and mailed to:

Zion United Church of Christ
c/o Keith Konet
1039 Bridlewood Drive
Copley, OH 44321
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Questions: Contact Keith Konet at 330.604.6939

Season after Pentecost - Ordinary Time

The longest season of the liturgical calendar is filled with Sundays called “Ordinary Time.” The season
- called the Season after Pentecost or Ordinary Time - began with Trinity Sunday and ends with
Reign of Christ Sunday (the Sunday before the start of Advent). If you're like me, you might hear “or-
dinary time” as “boring time.” But that’s not the case! The word “ordinary” most likely means “num-
bered” here (think ordinal numbers), because the Sundays of Ordinary Time are numbered. In this
season we move from concentrating on the event of Christ in the world to focusing to-
ward the impact of being in Christ in the world. A life in the unity of the Trinity is one of being
shaped and sent daily in the image and in the purpose of Holy Love. The liturgical
color for this season is green. During the Season after Pentecost, we focus on the life of the Church as
it grows in the midst of the world.

“When | despair, | remember that all through history the way of truth and love have always won. There have
been tyrants and murderers, and for a time, they can seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall.
Think of it—always.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

Please Remember in Prayer

e The Universal Church, its members and mission,

e The nation and all in authority, the leaders of our nation - federal, state, and local.

e For democracy and our democratic institutions and norms in the United States.

e The welfare of the world and the concerns of the local community,

e The interrelationship of Gospel values and civic engagement

e Our 155th Anniversary as a community of faith of Zion Church on May 15%, 2022.

e Ministries of the United Church of Christ and of Zion Church.

e The leaders of our church: local, regional, and national, including our Living Water Association
UCC, Association General Minister, The Rev. Nayiri Karjian, and Association Faith in Action
Minister, The Rev. Michael Howard.

e The ministers and missionaries of the world.

e Those who are refugees and immigrants.

e For children separated from their parents at detention camps along our southern border.

e The families of Ruth Whitfield, 86; Roberta Drury, 32; Aaron Salter, 55; Heyward Patterson,
67; Pearl Young, 77; Geraldine Talley, 62; Celestine Chaney, 65; Katherine Massey, 72; Margus
Morrison, 52; and Andre Mackneil, 53 killed last week in a racist-inspired mass shooting at a
supermarket in Buffalo, New York.

e The family and friends of John Cheng, 52, killed in a mass shooting at a church reception in
Laguna Woods, California on May 15t.

e The families and friends of the 19 children (3™ & 4% graders) and two teachers murdered in the
massacre at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas: Alexandria Aniyah Rubio, 10; Alithia
Ramirez, 10; Amerie Jo Garza, 10; Annabell Guadalupe Rodriguez, 10; Eliahana Cruz Torres,
10; Eliana “Ellie” Garcia, 9; Eva Mireles, 44 (fourth grade teacher); Irma Garcia (fourth grade
teacher); Jackie Cazares, 10; Jailah Nicole Silguero, 10; Jayce Luevanos, 10; Jose Flores, 10;
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Layla Salazar, 10; Makenna Lee Elrod, 10; Maite Rodriguez; Miranda Mathis, 11; Nevaeh Bravo;
Rojelio Torres, 10; Tess Marie Mata; Uziyah Garcia, 10; and Xavier Lopez, 10.
The families and friends of the those killed in the mass shooting at a medical center in Tulsa,
Oklahoma on June 1°%: two doctors, Preston Phillips, 59 and Stephanie Husen, 48; a reception-
ist, Amanda Glenn, 40; and a visitor/patient, William Love, 73.
The families and friends of those killed in the shootings at a potluck dinner on June 16™ at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Vestavia Hills, Alabama: 84-year-old Walter Rainey, 75-year-
old Sarah Yeager and 84-year-old Jane Pounds.
The family and friends of those killed at the mass shooting at the 4™ of July Parade in Highland
Park, lllinois: Irina and Kevin McCarthy; Eduardo Uvaldo, 69; Katherine Goldstein, 64; Nicolas
Toledo-Zaragoza, 78; Jacquelyn Sundheim, 63; and Stephen Straus, 88.
May God be revealed in their stories and the tears of all who mourn. May their memory be
a blessing and their life in God’s good care last forever.
For racial and religious justice and reconciliation in the United States and around the world.
Mother Earth and the global reflection on climate disruption.
For peace, justice, and freedom throughout the world and particularly for the peoples of
Ukraine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, and the United States.
The people of Afghanistan, Venezuela, Syria, Yemen, Armenia and Azerbaijan, the Kurdish
people and the Christians of northern Syria - for peace, nutrition, and justice.
The people of Tonga affected by the eruption of an undersea volcano and tsunami flooding.
According to data from the Gun Violence Archive, a total of 450 mass shooting incidents have
occurred in the US as of August 29th, 2022. In 2021 a total of 693 mass shooting incidents
occurred across the US, in 2020 a total of 611, in 2019 a total of 417, with 337 incidents in
2018. While we pray for the families and friends of those whose lives have been taken in
violent acts —and we pray for those injured in body, mind, soul, and spirit — and for their neigh-
borhoods and communities across the United States - We know that our words and prayers
are not enough. We must repent for our collective inaction and commit to tirelessly working
toward meaningful gun violence prevention.
For those affected by the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic and the omicron variant surge: for
all those who are infected and/or sick, and those who are grieving, for all who are affected,
all around the world, for essential workers and frontline workers...we pray for comfort,
for safety, for health, and for wholeness.
The residents and management of the San Sofia Apartments who share a campus with us.
Those anticipating surgery, recovering from surgery, or undergoing medical procedures, tests,
or treatments
Those living in assisted living or in a nursing home
Those who are homebound and those who are caregivers
Those who suffer or are in any trouble, and the departed.
Those on our church prayer list:

o Patti Augustine and family
Robert O. Bucklew (Bob Bucklew’s Dad) in Alliance, Ohio
Betty Funk (our Minister of Music)
Marian Heffernan (neighbor to Scott and Bob; friend of Elaine — health concerns)
Ken Kauffman & friends: Nim Bryant, Isadora Almaro, Joe & Janelle Reardon, Barbara,
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and Michael Reed.

Jocelyn Paulette and her parents, Kevin & Jacqui Konet

Keith Konet

Marcia Leslie (neighbor and friend — health concerns)

Elaine Lukacs (has moved this weekend to: Altenheim Skilled Nursing Facility, 18627 Shurmer
Road, Room 408, Strongsville, OH 44136)

Linda and James Mortach (Elaine Lukacs’ sister & brother-in-law) & Linda’s daughter
Patricia Matheny (prayers also for her Cousin Paul Kevin McCray)

Lee Matsos and family

Barbara Rossington (move to a new senior housing community)

Henry Senyak (resident community leader — cancer)

The family of Michael O’Brien particularly his wife, Debbie Webb (following Michael’s
death last Fall. Our love and sympathy to Debbie and Michael’s family).

o Beverly Wurm (recuperating)

O O O O

O O O O O O

Help for Ukraine

Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal will provide shelter, food, and other care to war refu-
gees and internally displaced people.

Donate online with the link below:
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal

Or designate a check for Ukraine Relief and mail to:

United Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 71957
Cleveland, OH 44194.

Gifts made to Sharing America's Resources Abroad (S.A.R.A) provide food, clothing, and sanitary
items for refugees fleeing to Hungary.

Donate online with the link:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=QC5P9F6Z9LT32

Or designate a check for S.A.R.A. - Donations for Ukraine Emergency Fund and mail to:

SARA
c/o Heartland Conference UCC
P.0.Box 1230
Worthington, OH 43085.

Please know that your gifts of any size make a difference in this critica
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Church’s Website - zion’s previous website was created and maintained for many years by
Michael Lukacs. Our thanks to Michael for his generosity and service over the years! As times and
circumstances have changed in the life of the church and in technology and hosting platforms, it was
deemed time for a new site. Tremont-based web designer, Jill Lackey and her staff at Grove created a
new website for us in consultation with Pastor Scott Rosenstein and Bob Bucklew. Our thanks to Jill
and her staff! Our new website address is: zionchurchtremont.org. Check out our website and
Facebook page for updates and news!

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, BEVERLY WURM!

Beverly began a part-time position with us. She is keeping some limited Office Hours at church/home.
The days and hours are:

Monday —9am — 1pm
Wednesday —11am —4pm
Thursday — 9am — 1pm

Beverly can be reached at: zionchurchtremont@gmail.com or by phone at: 216-273-7561 (church) or
216-310-6810 (mobile).
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All learning opportunities are free & offered via zoom.

Liing Water Good will gifts & offerings are accepted with gratitude.

Information & Registration: www.livingwaterone.org/spirecenter

EDNESDAY, SEFTEMBER 28 » 9-11AM & 6-8PM

ADAPTIVE LEADERSHIP
This presentation offers a fresh perspective on the kind of
leadership that is proving to thrive in these post-pandemic times.
The presenter will encourage, challenge and inspire you. Sign up
for this course today and be prepared to lead in a whole new way.
This learning opportunity is offered twice for the convenience of
autharized ministers and lay people.

FACILITATOR: The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Sr, Pastor, Medina UCC

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1= 9:30-11AM

CHURCH TREASURERS WORKSHOP
Church Treasurers serve a vital function in our congregations,
and there is so much you have to know. Bring your questions
to this workshop and get ready to take notes. We’ll give you
answers and offer best practices that will make your important
and difficult job just a little easier.

FACILITATOR: Machelle Miller, Association Financial Administrator

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 » 6:30-8PM

EFFECTIVE EVALUATION OF CHURCH STAFF AND MINISTRY
Your church staff is by far your most important ministry resource.
We want to help you help them flourish by using an effective
assessment process. This learning opportunity will give you the
tools you need to reduce anxiety and promote personal growth
among your church staff. Sign up today. Your staff will thank you.

FACILITATOR: The Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Association General Minister

WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 12 & 19 - 6:30-8PM

GOD'S ABUNDANCE AND ECONOMY
Here's an opportunity to draw inspiration and renewed commitment for
faithful living and generosity in our personal lives, congregations, and
society. Qur presenter will lead an exploration of Old & New Testament
teachings for creating a just economy that go far beyond the familiar
call in Matthew 25. Jesus and biblical writers reveal God's vision for
using God’s abundance to enable all people and creation to thrive. We
will explore both the personal practices and public policy options that
embody a theology of abundance and enable a just economy.

FACILITATOR Dr. Edith Rasell, author of The Way of Abundance: Economic
Justice in Scripture and Society

TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 18 & 25 - 6:20-BPM

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE IN SCRIPTURE AND THEOQOLOGY
From an expert on childhoed in the biblical world comes a truly
engaging conversation on how to address reproductive rights from a
broader faith perspective. The learning opportunity will consider proof-
texts within the social context where they emerged to help us
understand how these scriptures apply to our own sefting; and offers a
theological basis for reproductive rights.

FACILITATOR: Dr. Laurel Koepf, Professor of Old Testament, Eden Theological

Seminary

The School of Possibility, Inspiration, Reimagining & Exploration
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HEARTLAND CONFERENCE
ANTI-RACISM NETWORK

— Presents —

REFLECTING OR REFRACTING

THE & HOLY

Discovering Racism Embedded in
Christian Worship, Theology and Practice

With special guest
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay

Minister for Worship and Theology
United Church of Christ

| Wed, Sept7 Q | Via ZOOM
@ | 7'00 . 8-30 PM Meeting 1D: 848 0325 5059

Pass Code: 044538




The Heartland Conference
Annual Gathering

September 22-23, 2022 » In-person gathering with an online option
At Westerville Community UCC in Westerville, OH

HEARTLAND
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